INTRODUCTION
Numerous species names appear in the genus Hypoxis L., causing much confusion in nomenclature. Some redundant epithets are due to species in the related genera, Curculigo Gaertn., Spiloxene Salisb.. Saniella Hilliard & B.L.Burtt and Rhodohypoxis Nel being initially recog nized and described as species o f Hypoxis. Others arose through new descriptions for species with names already in use. This is understandable for a group that displays great polymorphism during its growing season. Leaves in most species elongate after flowering, giving the plant a different appearance. Descriptions were often based on a single morph o f the plant and these gave rise to a number o f names for a single species. A further problem in the genus is that the reduction o f species to synonymy was not always formalized in earlier studies on Hypoxis in Africa. For example, Nel (1914) in his major treatment o f the Hypoxidaceae in Africa, indicated some synonyms by citing the type specimens o f the synonym under w hat he considered to be valid species. He recorded other syno nyms in the index at the end o f his treatment. In addition, a few species reduced to synonymy appear as valid spe cies in later publications without reference to its earlier reduced status or explanation for change in status.
To clarify the nomenclature o f Hypoxis, a list o f species in Africa is presented. The intention is to pro vide a consolidated list o f all names applied to African Hypoxis since the description o f the first African spe cies, //. villosa L.f. in 1782. The list is proposed as a start towards a possible World checklist for the small family Hypoxidaceae. similar to that produced for the Araceae (Frodin &. Govaerts 2002) . Data for the southern African (South Africa. Swaziland, Lesotho, Botswana and Namibia) species are based on a taxonomic revision by the author (Singh in prep.) and on the contribution on Hypoxidaceae by Snijman & Singh (2003) in Plants o f southern Africa: an annotated checklist. For the species in tropical Africa, data were extracted from published literature. Having examined most o f the type material and early literature, a few discrepancies have come to light: for example, the confusion with the concept o f the distinct species H. ohtusa Burch, ex Ker Gawl. and H. villosa L.f. where the names were used interchangeably for specimens belonging to the taxa. These discrepancies will be elaborated upon in subsequent publications.
The IPNI electronic database (www.ipni.org./index. html) was used as the starting point to compile a list o f all species names applied to Hypoxis on the African continent. Accepted names were extracted into a list and all synonyms and uncertain names were placed in Table  1 . All names proposed in manuscripts, dissertations and herbarium sheets were added to the list o f names in the table, and where possible, the status o f taxa w as verified. References on Hypoxis in Africa including those given in the IPNI database for each taxon were sought. All spe cies reduced to synonyms were cross-referenced in the literature and noted with a reference in the table. Based on know ledge gained through the study o f African type material and descriptions, the reduction o f species by authors was either accepted or rejected.
Structure o f the list
The list includes 69 species and 21 infraspecific taxa o f African Hypoxis. w ith synonymy, reference and dis tribution. Species are listed alphabetically with accepted names in bold Synonyms are listed per species in italics and are also in alphabetical order. The reference to the original description o f a species is given in abbreviated format stating the author, page number and year o f pub lication (see references for details). Author names are according to Brummitt & Powell (1992 Burtt: 190(1988) ; SA polystachya Welw. ex Baker: 266 (1878a) completa Nel, ined. name applied to specim. Allen 30 (B ), nom.nud. multiflora Nel: 3 1 7 (1 9 1 4 ) obtusa auct. non Burch, ex Ker Gawl. (Nordal & Zimudzi 2001:14) orbiculata N el: 313 (1914) var. polystachya; A var. andungensis Baker. 266 ( 1878a) ; A protrusa Nel: 336 (1914) ; T rigidula Baker: 116 (1878b) acum inata sensu Norl.: 163 (1937 Nordal: 86(1997) . Garside: 268 (1936 ): Smjman: 110 (2000 . Nordal et al. 28 (1985) . Nordal et al.: 27 (1985) : Lebrun & Stork: 106(1995) . Nordal & Zimudzi: 10(2001 
